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AUSTRIAN FLAG DAY. The Austrian Cabinet decided in a 
recent meeting that henceforth October 26 would be cele 
brated by the Austrian people as a national holiday, to be 
known as ‘‘Austrian Flag Day.’’ The day will commemorate 
the conclusion of the Austrian State Treaty and the atten- 
dant events, which resulted in the restoration of Austria as 
a sovereign, independent and democratic state. The official 
siening of the State Treaty took place on May 15, 1955, and 
on July 27 it went into effect. The latter date also marked 
the final session of the Allied Council. Next came the with- 
drawal of the occupation troops. The 90-day period set for 
the completion of evacuation came to an end on October 25, 
and on October 26, 1955, Austria was free at last. 


NEW UNDERSECRETARY OF STATE IN MINISTRY OF 
FINANCE. Dr. Hermann Withalm, Member of Parliament, has 
been appointed Undersecretary of State in the Ministry of 
Finance, as successor to Dr. Bock who hasnow been named 
Minister of Commerce. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS OPENED FOR 1956 AUSTRIAN STATE 
LOAN. The Ministry of Finance is planning to float a loan 
to cover the reauirements of the Federal Government’s in- 
vestment program. Public subscription to the issue, which 
is to be known as ‘‘The Six-and-One-Half Percent Investment 
loan of the Austrian Republic,’’ will be open from October 
22 to November 10. The loan is to run for 15 years, amor 
tization to begin after five vears and to be completed in ten 
equal instalments beginning in September 1962. 


AUSTRIAN TAX RECEIPTS. Gross: tax receipts of the 
Austrian Federal Government in the first half of 1956 
arounted to 10.2 billion schillings, which was about 1.4 
billion more than in the same period last year and 3 per cent 
above the budget estimates. The increases were mainly in 
turnover wage taxes, and corporation taxes, as a 
result of the rising level of economic activity. Receipts 
from tariff duties, amounting to about 0.7 billion schillings 
during the first half of the year, were slightly above budget 
estimates, and receipts from the mineral oil tax (0.4 billion 
schillings) were about 20 per cent below the estimates. 


taxes, 
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1957 BUDGET EMPHASIZES STABILITY. ‘‘Instead of 

exerting either expansive or restrictive effects on the eco- 

nomy, the 1957 budget will be primarily a ‘neutral’ one,’’ 

declared Finance Minister Kamits in a recent discussion on 
(Continued on page 2) 


ELECTRIFICATION: A MATTER OF ECONOMY. ‘‘The 
Federal Railroads will be able to save 1.4 million tons of 
coal, representing a value of 840 million schillings, once its 
electrification program has been completed,’’ declared 
Minister of Communications Waldbrunner at the recent open- 
ing of electrified operations on Carinthian lines. ‘‘Even 
now, the annual investment requirements are being covered 
by the annual savings in coal. A total of 115 miles of 
Federal Railroads lines are now being operated with electricity 
in Lower Austria and Carinthia. This represents an increase 
of nearly 13 per cent in the entire length of electrically 
operated lines. 

The effects of electrification Minister Waldbrunner 
declared would not be felt by the traveling public until a 
sufficient number of electric locomotives were available. 
He indicated that a considerable increase in the rolling 
stock of the Federal Railroads could be expected during the 
current year and that 40 of the 103 new electric locomotives 
ordered would be delivered before the end of 1956. Besides, 
three new multiple-unit electric trains will go into operation 
during the remaining months of 1956. Orders have been 
placed for a total of 30 such trains. They are scheduled to 
make the run between Vienna and Gloggnitz and also to 
operate on theCarinthian lines. 


CHOICE OF VIENNAAS HEADQUARTERS OF U.N. ATOMIC 
AGENCY AP®°EARS ASSURED. In a resolution agreed upon 
on Oct. 23, the Conference on the Statute of the International 
Atomic Energy Agency, meeting in New York, recorded its 
unanimous opinion that the new organization establish head- 
quarters at Vienna. Ambassador Franz Matsch, head of the 
Austrian delegation, expressed the gratification of the Aus- 
trian government at the delegates’ acceptance of the invi- 
tation extended by it. Noting that an atmosphere of compro- 
mise and goodwill had prevailed throughout the conference, 
the Ambassador said: ‘‘We hope that the work of the agency 
will be carriedout in the same spirit, and we believe that 
Vienna, with it’s atmosphere of tolerance and respect for 
other people’s points of view, can make a valuable contri- 
bution towards that end.’’ 
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DISCIPLINARY RULES LAID DOWN FOR NEW AUSTRIAN 
ARMY. The of the Austrian Army 


provides that any soldier may express 


disciplinary code nev 
wishes or complaints 
and that every superiorisrequired,if possible, ‘‘to fulfill them 
intelligently, carefully The intervention of 


of the for in this 


and equitably.’ 


representatives soldiers is provided 
connection. 

As part of the right to complain, if, by way of example, 
officer offends the honor of a subordinate by an 
the latter has the right at all times 


the offended sub- 


a superior 
inadvertent statement, 


to register a complaint. First however, 
superior officer and request 
clarification of the matter.’’ The 
superior officer is required to comply with such a request. 
If the result of the the 
plaintiff is free to address himself to the next higher officer 
in the This for the 


handling of complaints in connection with training service 


ordinate may appear before his 


ae 


a private interview for 


conversation is a negative one, 


chain of command. novel approach 


has no counterpart in any other army. 


AUSTRIAN DEPUTY PROPOSES “EUROPEAN READER.” 
At the recent Frank furt-am-Main of the Furopean 
Council’s 


meeting in 


Communal and Regional 
Karl Czernetz 


Council should vote the publication of a 


Special Committee on 


Matters, Austrian 


that the 


representative proposed 


Fk uropean 
students between the ages of 


reader for use by Furopean 


ten and sixteen. 

Under the Czernetz proposal, national and local school 
authorities of member states would he invited to have such a 
hook distributed free of 


The work 


printed at their own expense and 


charge to all students within their domain. would 
outstanding authors on the subject 
The Committee 


Austrian member’s proposal. 


include contributions by 


higher allegiance -- Europe.’”’ 


sed its support of the 


of ‘‘our eF 


pres 


NEWSPRINT HEADING LIST OF EXPORTS TO THE U.S. 


According to American import statistics, approximately 
22.4 million dollars’ worth of Austrian goods were imported 
by the United States during the first half of 1956. The figure 
for the corresponding 1955 was only 14.5 million dollars. 
By far the greatest increase was in the import figure for 
paper and paper products which, amounting to 9.2 million 
ijollars in the first six months of 1955, rose to 4.8 million 
in the first half of 1956. This rise was due to large-scale 


importation of newsprint. The second largest classification, 


after paper and paper products, was the group covering 
precious stones, semi-precious stones and imitation gems. 
This is the first time since the end of the war that this 
latter classification has dropped to second place. Exports 


of jewelry for the first half of 1956 represented a value of 


3.6 million dollars. As compared with the corresponding 
period of 1955, Austrian exports in this field dropped app- 
roximately 1 million dollars. In third place were wool 


products, accounting for approximately 2.6 million dollars, 
followed in fourth place by the group embracing non-metallic 
minerals and products thereof (almost exclusively magnesite). 
Next 
thetic fibers. 


in order come vehicles, vehicle components and syn- 


Page 2 


The six groups of merchandise listed above yielded 
approximately 15.7 million dollars in the first six months of 
the current year as against 10.7 million in the corresponding 
period of 1955. The extremely favorable results during the 
first half of 1956 are not exclusively due to increases in th: F 
major categories. The other groups, taken in their entirety 
registered an increase of nearly 3 million dollars during the 
same period. The increases in question applied to nearly a! 
iters, such as cotton products, glass and glass products 
iron, Steel and aluminum products, non-ferrous metal products 
and machinery, to mention only a few. During the peri 
under review, the U.S. imported zinc form Austria in com- 
mercial quantities for the first time. 


Budget Stability (Continued from page 1) 


Austrian financial policy held in the Austrian Press Clu} 
The budget, on which a maximum limit of 31.5 billior 
schillings has been placed, will have to cover a large number 
of new expenditures (the Austrian schilling is currently 
quoted at approximately 25 to the U.S. dollar - Ed.) On th: 
other hand, the effects of the budget on business conditions 
must not be forgotten. In 1956, the extent of the proposed 
Federal budget was 28.2 billion schillings. In 1957 thers 
will be additional expenditures, arising out of legal commit- 
ments of the Federal Government, which did not have to | 
included when the 1956 estimate was drawn up. For instanc: 
fulfilment of the 1956 law on salaries and the ordinance 
providing supplements for contractual employees will requir 
an additional 900 million schillings, the children and family 
supplements 400 million, the increased milk subsidy 360 
million, the 1956 amendment to the War Victims Welfare 
40 million schillings, the Electricity Dvelopment Law 
56 million and the increase in the percapita equalization for 
the Laender 70 million schillings. The total additional 
amount required is 2.88 billion schillings, thereby raising 
the budget as a whole to 31 billion. 

The agreement between the Govemment parties on the 
national budget draft for 1957 was possible only because 
all departments agreed to a 30 per cent cut in their original 
estimates, as a result of which it will be possible to effect 
a saving of 500 million schillings. 

The ministerdeclared thatthere are optimistic estimate 
however, that receipts in the amount of 34 billion schillin 
may be expected during the coming year. In the event that 
such prognoses prove to be tme, a so-called ‘‘contingenc) 
budget’’ would be worked out for the first time, listin 
priorities for the expenditure of all receipts in excess 
31 billion. Occupying first place on this list is the eliri- 
nation of the 30 per cent reduction in investment and deve- 
lopment loans, followedin second place by the establishment 
of a Federal cash reserve in the amount of 300 milli 
schillings and in third place by the fulfilment of all other 


departn ental requirements not satisfied during the hudget 
negotiations. 


Law 
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CULTURE AND SCIENCE 





THE VIENNA PHILHARMONIC’S U.S. TOUR. The United 
States tour of the Vienna Philharmonic has now been worked 
it in all its details. One hundred and ten musicians will be 
participating in this first visit of the orchestra to the U.S 
he opening concert will take place in Washington on Nov- 
mber 4 and the final one in New York in the General 
Assembly Eall of the United Nations on December 10. A 
total of five programs has heen prepared With slight varia- 
tions, they will recur in all 30 of the concerts scheduled. 
Carl Schuricht-Program No. 1: Haydn’s Symphony No. 104. 
Reethoven’s “Egmont” Overture, Bruckner’s 7th Symphont: 
Program No. 2: Mozart’s “Haffner®? Symphony, Mendel ssohn’s 
Nocturne, Scherzd and Wedding March from the Incidental 
Music to “A Midsummernight’s Dream,” Alban Berg’s Epilocue 
to “Lulu,” Peethoven’s 7th Symphony. Andre Cluytens-Pro- 
eram No. 1: Berlioz’ ‘‘Symphonie Phantastique,’’ Theodor 
lterger’s ‘‘Rondo Ostinato,’’ Richard Wagner’s Overture and 


Venusberg music from ‘‘Tannhaeuser,’’ Ravel’s ‘‘La 
Valse’; Program No. 2: Albert Roussel’s ‘‘Bacchus and 
\riane,’’ Richard Strauss’ ‘‘Don Juan’’ or ‘‘Death and 
Transfiguration,’’ Brahms’ 4th Symphony; Program _ 3: 


Syrphony No. 96, Theodor Berger’s ‘‘Rondo Ostinato,’’ 
Franz Schmidt’s Intermezzo from ‘‘Notre Dame,’’ Beethoven’s 
th Symphony. 


AUSTRIAN PROGRAM ON CBS. On October 21, the organist 

E. Power Biggs presented a program of Austrian music on the 
CPS network. The program was a musical representation of 
the route which Mr. Biggs took last summer over the ‘‘Mozart 

Trail’’ to see some of the historic organs of Austria and it 

included recordings taped attheKremsmuenster Monastery, 
at the famous S. Florian Monastery organ -- which Bruckner 

played for many years -- and at the organ in Salzburg 
Cathedral where Mozart had often played. 


VIENNA PHILHARMONIC INVITED TO 1957 VENICE 
FESTIVAL. As a result of the great success scored by the 
Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra at the 1956 International 
Festival for Contemporery Music under Dimitri 
Mitropoulos, the orchestra has heen invited to play in 
Venice again at the 1957 Festival. At the request of the 
Festival committee, the program will include works by 
Alban Berg and Gustav Mahler. 


Music 


VIENNA HONORS BRUNO WALTER. The Vienna Municipal 
Council has decided to honor Bruno Walter for his out- 
standing services in the field of music by presenting him 
with the Honorary Ring of the City of Vienna on his 80th 
birthday. 


AUSTRIAN PIANIST AT TOWN HALL. Paul Badura-Skoda, 
the Austrian pianist, will be heard in arecital in New York’s 
Town Hall on December 8th. He is also scheduled to play 
on tour in Ohio, Illinois, Texas, Mississippi, Virginia, 
Colorado and California. | 


BETTI RICHARD-MATSCH WINS SCULPTURE AWARD. 
At the 43rd Annual Exhibition of Allied Artists in America 
held recently in New York, Mrs. Betti Richard-Matsch, wife 
of the Austrian Ambassador to the United Nations, was 
awarded the Gold Medal for Sculpture. For the prize-winning 
sculpture see picture. 








Betty Richards: ‘‘The Skirt” 
90 PERCENT OF SALZBURG CASTLE CONCERT GUESTS 
WERE FOREIGN VISITORS. A review of the 125 programs 
in the 1956 series of Salzburg Castle Concerts indicates that 
approximately 90 per cent of the persons attending them 
were from abroad. The series included 29 chamber concerts, 
58 serenades, 4 orchestral concerts, 7 concerts of sacred 
music and 27 Salzburg folk music evenings. 

The Salzburg Castle Concerts have acquired an inter 
national reputation in the two years of their existence. 
Since they run from May to October, they represent an im- 
portant contribution to the extension of the Salzburg season. 
In the coming year, the Castle concerts are to be supple 
mented by a special attraction, a series to be known as 
‘*Musical Spring in Salzburg’’ and to include 38 concerts, 
folklore events and performances of the Marionette Theater. 

In addition to the Salzburg Orchestral Association, the 
newly planned series will include appearances of the Vienna 
String Trio, the Vienna Philharmonia Quartet, the Vienna 
Konzerthaus Quartet, the Munich Philharmonic and the 
Vienna Boys’ Choir. 
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MOZART: NO BUSINESS. The celebration of The Mozart 


Year has heen accompanied, especially in Salzburg, by a 
boom of souvenirs commemorating that city’s famous son. 
In the interests of good taste, the authorities had to tum 
down a goodly number of proposed ‘‘commerorative’’ items: 
doing, they acted under the authority of a Land 
Sal zburg law which places Mozart’s name - as well as por 
trayals of him - under the law intended to protect important 
monuments. 
However, 
approved; 


in so 


more than half of the applications were 
souvenir collectors agreed that they had an 


adequate selection to choose from. 


MOVIES STILL AMAJOR ATTRACTION TO THE VIENNESE. 
The appeal of the movies to the people of Vienna continued 
to increase during the present year. From January to June, 
a total of 25,227 million persons attended movie houses on 
the 181 days on which performances were given as against 
24,982 for the same period last year. Attendance figures 
were especially high in January and April. In 107 Vienna 
movie houses, which account for 61.4 per cent of the seating 
facilities ofall city’s movies, utilization of capacity during 
the first half of 1956 rose from 48.3 to somewhat more than 
50 per cent. Among the ten films most frequently performed, 
‘Wunder der Prairie’’ was the only American production, 
theremainderhaving been Austrian and West German pictures. 


GUETERSLOH ART SHOW IN NEW YORK. From November 
3 to 22, twenty-five gouaches and ten drawings by the 
Austrian artist, Albert Paris Guetersloh, will be on exhibit 
at the Artists’ Gallery, 851 Lexington Avenue, New York 
City. 

Guetersloh made his start as a writer, publishing his 
first novel in 1911 which led to a Paris assignment for a 


Vienna daily paper. Covering art exhibitions, he became 


deeply interested in painting and he studied in Paris under 
Maurice Denis. The following year, his work was included 
in an exhibition by the Klimt Group in Vienna. Extensive 
travel in France, Italy and Spain inspired many of his works. 
He taught at the Vienna Academy of Applied Art until Hitler 
occupied Austria in 1938. The painter was arrested, branded 





Paris Guetersloh: The Painter Obdeturkis (Mene Tekel) 


a ‘‘degenerate’’ and forbidden to paint. After the liberation 
of Austria in 1945, he was appointed Professor and later 
President at the Academy of Fine Arts. 

Guetersloh’s works have been exhibited in the art 
centers of Europe and once before, in 1938, at the Artists’ 
Gallery in New York. Twice a winner of the Austrian State 
Award for Painting and of the Grand Prix for Tapestries in 
Paris, he has also been awarded the Prize of the City of 
Vienna and the Gold Medal for Tapestry Design in Brussels 


AUSTRIA AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF EDUCATION MARKS 
30TH ANNIVERSARY. The ‘‘Austria American Institute of 
Education’’ recently celebrated its 30th anniversary. The 
group, founded in 1926, enjoyed the support of the United 
States Embassy and of private circles in the United States. 
In 1928, the Carnegie Foundation took over financial support 
of the Institute, whose activities were inline with Camegie’s 
goal of ensuring peace through international friendship and 
understanding. In 1939, the Institute had to close its doors, 
but in 1945 it was reopened with the aid of the Rockefeller 
Foundation and help from Austrian industrial circles. Today, 
the organization has 1,400 members in Vienna alone. 


VIENNA RECORDS SUCCESSFUL TOURIST SEASON. The 
tourist trade set a new record with a figure of approximately 
700,000 overnight accommodations in Vienna hotels and 
boarding houses during the months of June, July and August 
This figure is some 130,000 higher than the number of ac- 
commodations forthe corresponding period in 1955. Foreigners 
accounted for 577,7050vernight accommodations and domestic 
tourists for 117,170. The figure for August alone was 
254,865. 


NEW HOTELS IN VIENNA AND IN THE PROVINCES. 
Vienna will be able to offer tourists more than 11,000 hotel 
beds during the coming year. As a result, the rather tight 
hotel situation resulting from the ten-year occupation of the 
city will be considerably relieved. The newly opened 
‘‘Hotel am Stephansplatz’ offers the advantage of its 
location in the center of the city near St. Stephen’s Cathe 
dral. The ‘‘Hotel Auersperg,’’ erected on the site of the 
former Auersperg Sanatorium, features a sitting and club 
room on every floor, the hotel being located near the Auers- 
perg Palace, the scene of frequent national conferences; 
these ‘‘conference rooms,’’ as they are called, will serve 
a useful purpose. The spa resort of Baden near Vienna, too, 
is increasing the bed space available for tourists, not- 
withstanding the fact that Baden was the Austrian city 
which suffered the worst effects of the occupation, having 
been the military headquarters of the Russian occupation 
force. The ‘‘Gutenbrunn”’ spa hotel, one of Austria’s 
largest, is shortly to be reopened there. 

In Graz, the modern Hotel Daniel, located opposite the 
Main Railroad Station, is now open for business. Klagenfurt, 
Innsbruck, Salzburg and various localities in the Tyrol are 
reporting the opening of smallerscale but comfortable 
lodgings. Also, a new motel has been opened in Lienz 
(Eastern Tyrol), it has over 90 beds. 
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THE CASE FOR SOUTH 


The tension between the Tyrolean and Italian segments 
»f the population of Bolzano province and the resulting 
iiscord between Austria and Italy have their origin in Italy’s 
failure to adhere to the 1946 Paris Accord. The Austro- 
Italian Agreement on the protection of the South Tyrolean 
minority in Italy, concluded by former Austrian Foreign 
Minister Karl Gruber (now Ambassador to the U.S.) and the 
late Prime Minister Alcide de Gasperi on September 5, 1946, 
is, in fact, an annex to the Italian Peace Treaty, and thus 
‘onstitutes an agreement based on international law. 
However, neither the letter nor the spirit of this agreement 
are being implemented. 

General attention was focused on the situation in the 
South Tyrol when, on September 17, an Italian court in 
Bolzano passed a three-year sentence on Egon Mayr, a 
young Austrian convicted of throwing copies of a news- 
paper article criticalof the attitude of the Italian Government 
from a train while passing through the area. Shortly there- 
after a meeting of the South Tyrol People’s party, scheduled 
for September 30 in Bolzano, was banned by the Italian 
authorities under pressure from the neo-Fascist ‘‘Movimento 
Sociale Italiano’’ who announced a counter-demonstration. 

In general, the South Tyroleans complain of the Italian 
Government’s non-compliance with the following provisions 
of the Austro-Italian Agreement: 


1) Whereas the Paris Agreement specified that the 
German and Italian languages should be used equally in 
public offices and official documents, Articles 84 to 86 of 
the Italian constitutional law regulating the autonomy of 


South Tyrol denote German asmerely an auxialiary language. 


Italian is the only language recognized for official inter 
communication in the area. 

2) The Agreerent adopted the principle of equality of 
the two population groups as regards admissionof applicants 
for civil service jobs. The relevant treaty provisions are, 
however, being ignored.by Italy. Actually, 90 per cent of 
such positions are held by residents of Italian origin. 

3) Under the Paris Agreement, the Italian Government 
is obligated to grant the people of the South Tyrol the right 
of autonomous regional legislation and executive power. 
In reality, however, the region is administered by a Regional 
Council composed of the Diets of the Bolzano and Trentino 
provinces, the first a small, predominantly German-language 
area, the second a larger Italian-speaking area As 
a result of this arbitrary coalition, the German-speaking 
South Tyroleans are invariably restricted to a 2.5 minority 
representation in all matters conceming autonomous 
legislation and executive power. Under these circumstances, 
any assertion of self-government in the South Tyrol cannot 
he reconciled with the facts. 


While the actual implementation of other, less decisive 
stipulations of the Gruber-de Gasperi Agreement will not be 
contested, the fact remains that its major provisions con- 
tinue to be either ignored or circumvented by the Italian 
Government. 





TYROL 


The following is a chronological survey of events 
which have influenced developments in South Tyrol during 
the past few years: 








THE TYROL 






© wnspRuck 


Brenne;:- 
Pass 


1, 1A, 2 and 3: The Tyrol in 1914 (shaded area | talian-spe aking) 
1: North Tyrol and 1A: East Tyrol remained part of Austria 1919 
2: South Tyrol (Bolzano Province) and 3: (Trention Province) 
ceded to Italy 1919 
December 19&3: In the Regional Council, the South Tyrol 
People’s party demanded the observance of the Austro- 
Italian Agreement. The President of the Regional Committee, 
Tullio Odorizzi declared that immediate compliance with 
this demand was not feasible. 
January 1954: According to data disclosed in the official 
census report published from the office of the Italian Prime 
Minister, the South Tyrolean population increased hy 38.2 
per cent from 1918 to 1953. The same source revealed that 
there was a concomitant. decrease of 11.2 per cent in 
German-speaking residents and an increase of no less than 
1,720 per cent in the Italian-speaking population. Again 
according to official Italian statistics, the influx of Italians 
to the Bolzano region from 1910 to 1952 is numbered at some 
100,000. The authoritative Italian census report admits that 
only 46.95 per cent of civil servants and officials in the 
South Tyrol have a command of the German language. 
March 11, 1954: Prime Minister Scelba affirmed the intention 
of the Italian Government to implement the letter and the 
spirit of the special laws conceming the protection of the 
minorities. 
April 9, 1954: The South Tyrolean members of the Italian 
Parliament submitted a memorandum to Prime Minister 
Scelba demanding the observance of the Agreement on the 
South Tyrol. 
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Vay 3, 1954: A circular letter issued by the Office of the 
Italian Prime Minister led to a tightening of censorship rules 


on the preliminary examinations of stage plays, specifically 
affecting the 
based on the 


The circular letter 
Act on preliminary theatrical 


South Tyroleans. 


1931 


was 
Fascist 
censorship. 

July ae 
sentative of the South Tyrolean People’s Party urged the 
of the Austro-Italian Agreement on the mutual 
recognition of university degrees. Under the relevant pro- 
Visions 


1954: In the Italian Chamber of Deputies, a repre- 
conclusion 


of the Paris Agreement, this recognition should have 
come into force as early as 1947. 

fugust 7, 1954: In reply to attacks launched in the Chamber 
of Deputies by a neo-Fascist representative, Prime Minister 
Scelba declared: ‘‘We cannot evade the obligation to respect 
the ethnic character of the Trentino-Upper Adige (Bolzano) 
region and to promote, by all the most cordial co- 
operation between the ethnic groups in that province.’’ 


means, 


December 16, 1954: In the Regional Council, a South Tyrol 
People’s party out that the law against 
migration to the cities had been enforced for Trieste, as 
throughout the country, immediately 
Free Territory’s reunification with Italy; 


deputy pointed 


applicable 
the 
was not being applied in the South Tyrol. 


following 
however, it 


Vay 10, 1955: Hans Dietl, People’s Party representative in 
the Regional Govemment, resigned in protest against the 
Italian Government’s policy of Italianization of the South 
Tyrol. 

Vay 21, An indictment for high treason was filed by 
the Executive Committee of the neo-Fascist 
‘‘Movimento Sociale Italiano’’ in Bolzano against deputies 
of the South Tyrol] People’s party, who had gone to Vienna 
for talks with Austrian Chancellor Raab. 

1955: Another People’s party representative lodged 
protest in the Italian Chamber of Deputies remonstrating 


1955: 
Provincial 


Vay 25, 


against the indictment for high treason. 

1956: The Brixen (Pressanone) District Court 
fined Julie Grabner, an 80-year old widow from the village 
of Vahrn, 10,U00 lire on the grounds that she had painted 
the blinds of her house in the Austrian colors, red-white-red. 
Her defense attorney’s arguments that this color scheme has 
heen customary in the South Tyrol for centuries were un- 
availing. The Court also ruled that the blinds he destroyed. 
March 4, 1956: The Regional Congress of the South Tyrol 
People’s party adopted a resolution demanding the imple 
mentation of the Autonomy Statute for the South Tyrol. 

April 17, 1956: In the Bolzano Municipal Council, a Coun- 
cillor reported that educational institutions in the South 
Tyrol 100 German-speaking high school 
teachers. Student houses, schools and educational facilities 


| ate / anuary 


were short of 
previously seized by the Fascists were never returned. For 
school administration, only an Italian Provincial Board of 
FE. ducation equivalent organization 
available for the German-language population. 

{pril 23, 1956: In the South Tyrol Council, a neo-Fascist 
deputy entered a motion of censure against the Provincial 
Govemor for having discussed South Tyrolean affairs in a 


existed, but no was 


broadcast transmitted by the Innsbruck 
station. The motion was rejected. 

May 27, 1956: In the area’s municipal elections, fourfifth: 
of the total vote was cast in favor of German-language 
candidates. (Elections were held in 106 of the 112 munici- 
palities.) 

June 6, 1956: The Bolzano Municipal Council rejected a 
People’s party motion advocating that the public announce- 
mentof the vacancy for the Folzano City Police Commandant 
should include a stipulation that command of the German 
language was a basic condition for the job. 

June 7, 1956: Deputies of the South Tyrol People’s party 
submitted an inauiry to Prime Minister Scelba demanding a 
Statement as to whether Natale Dander, a lawyer fron 
Brixen and founder of the ‘‘Weisser Turm’’ group (a pro- 
Italian party of the German-speaking minority in the area), 
had received five million lire from a fund ‘‘for the propa- 
gation of Italianism.’’ 

June 14, 1956: Speaking before the Chamber of Deputies, 
Foreign Minister Martino declared that ‘‘Italy has a clean 
conscience on South Tyrol.’’ 

1956: Undersecretary of State Gschnitzer main- 
tained in Innsbruck thatresort to the United Nations should 
be considered only in case of emergency and when all other 
ways and means to solve the problem of South Tyrol had 
failed. 


(Austria) radix 


June 25 
> 


July 4, 1956: In his government policy statement before th: 
National Assembly in Vienna, Chancellor Raab pointed out 
that Austria’s relations with Italy although perfectly 
friendly in other respects, were clouded by the South Tyrol 
problem. 
August 27, 1956: Following the failure of the Brixen Muni- 
cipal Council, in a ballot deadlock, to attain a majority 
decision on the election of a Mayor, the Assistant Goverr- 
ment commissioner for the Bolzano Province appointed the 
Italian, Guistiniano de Pretis, as 
Commissioner in Rrixen. 


Regional Goverment 


September 3, 1956: Anton Romen, appointed commissioner 
for Brixen by the South Tyrol Government Executive Com- 
mittee, was ordered out of the Brixen City Hall hy Regional 
Govemment Commissioner de Pretis. 

September 17, 1956: A Bolzano jury passed a three-year 
seutence on Austrian citizen, Egon Mayr, for incitment to 
riot. The indictment was based on his distributing a batch 
of leaflets containing copies of a newspaper article. 
September 20, 1956: The Austrian Federal Government 
recalled its Ambassador from Rome and the Austrian Consul- 
General from Milan to report to Vienna for consultation. 
September 25, 1956: Foreign Minister Figl submitted a re- 
port on the conviction of Egon Mayr to the Austrian Cabinet 
and received instructions to take the necessary steps to 
ensure the earliest possible release of the condemned man. 
(Acting upon the Cabinet decision, the Foreign Minister 
called in the Italian Ambassador, Angelo Corrias, to ex- 
pound the Austrian Government’s view on the case. At the 
same time, the Austrian Ambassador to Rome, Loewenthal- 


Chlumetzky, returned to Rome with the Cabinet’s instructions. ) 
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October 4, 1956: Foreign Minister Figl submitted a detailed 
to the Cabinet on the latest developments in the 
South Tyrol and on the principles involved in the Paris 
Agreement. 

October 11, 1956: The Italian police arrested 13 South 
Tyroleans in the villages of Schlanders and Branall. They 
were accused of having taken part in anti-Italian demonstra 
tions. 

October 13, 1956: Some 10,000 Viennese expressed their 
support of the South Tyrol in a demonstration at City Hall. 
The Mayor of Vienna, Franz Jonas, addressed the gathering, 
stressing Austria’s continued interest in friendly relations 
with its southern neighbor; if granted their full rights, the 
Mayor said, the South Tyroleans would be good citizens of 
Italy. 


report 





SOUTH TYROL: Area of the Present-Day Autonomous 


Province of Bolzano: 





TOTAL SOUTH ITAL.POP. 
YEAR: __| PoP. | TYROLEAN| ITAL. | __IN %_ 
1910: (Last Census 
prior to World War I) 242.000 235,000 7,000 3 
1921: (Beginning of 
Italian Immigration) 243 ,000 223,000 20,000 8 
1939: (Continued 
Italian Immigration) 337,000 256,000 81,000 24 
1953: (Effect of South 
Tyrolean Resettlement] 342,000 227,000 115,000 34 

















THE TYROL HISTORICAL BACKGROUND, RECENT AND 
PAST. The Duchy of Ravaria, into which the Tyrol 
incorporated around 500 A.D., was under the authority of 
the Frankish kings. Around the year 800, Charlemagne es- 
tablished the Bavarian Eastern March, which later - in 1156 
- led to the formation of the country of Austria. 


was 


Princely county, the Tyrol was an undivided 
member of the Holy Roman Empire and the Hapsburg Empire 
down to 1918, except for a brief interlude under Napoleon 
1805-1813.) 


AS a 


Broad recognition was granted to the rights of the 
citizens and peasants of the County of Tyrol in the ‘‘Great 
Letter of Freedom’’ dating from 1342. Thus, along with the 
original Switzerland and with Vorarlberg, the Tyrol is oneof 
the oldest of peasant-ruled democracies. 


World War One resulted in the Tyrol’s being torn apart. 
The Italian-speaking province of Trentino and the German- 
speaking South Tyrol, from Salurno to the Brenner Pass -- 
which had never before constituted a boundary -- were 
awarded to Italy under the treaty of St. Germain (September 
10, 1919). The protests of Austria and the South Tyrolean 
national group and the request of the people of South Tyrol 
for the holding of a plebescite went unanswered. At the 


POPULATION TREND IN TOWNS AND COUNTRY 


(Black: — White: South Tyrolean) 
1910 192 1939 1953 
In the South Tyrol (Prov. of Bolzano) 
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time, Italy justified the annexation in terms of strategic 
considerations. During the vears 1919 and 1920, the Eing, 
the Government and the Parliament of Italy solemnly pro- 
mised complete autonomy to the German-speaking South 
Tyrol. 

In 1921, the General Commissioner for the 
New Provinces, Credaro, declared that the promises made 
to the South Tyroleans atthe end of the war 
of historical value.’’ 


defined the _ situation. 


however, 
‘*were merely 


government 
was dissolved and replaced by appointed Italian Mayors. The 
German-language schools were eliminated and private in- 
structions in Germar was prohibited. The German language 
was eradicated from government offices, public life, and the 
church.Following the occupation of Austria by Hitler, Berlin 
agreed to leave the South Tyroleans to its fate; the people 
were faced with the alternativeof crossing the border to the 
north, or of moving to purely Italian areas further south. A 
total of 213,000 South Tyroleans -- 86 per cent of those 
eligible -- opted in favor of emigration by December 31, 
1939; 34,000 chose not to leave. 70,000 South Tyroleans 
had actually emigrated when the collapse of Fascist Italy 
in 1943 brought the resettlement to a close. 

The defeat of Fascism and Nazism instilled new hope 
in the people of the South Tyrol, which was occupied by 
British and American forces who made provision for the 
equal use of the German language and for the resumption of 
indegenous schools. The Austrian people warmly supported 
the desire of the Tyrol for reunification. A total of 156,628 
signatures were collected in the South Tyrol in support of 
returning to Austria. Under the leadership of the Bishop of 
Brixen, South Tyrolean clergy issuedstatements supporting 
the popular demand. 

At this time, Italy based her claim to the South Tyrol 
mainly on economic arguments. Austria’s demand was re- 
jected by the Allies on April 30, 1946. Nevertheless, strone 
pressure was exerted on Italy to ensure the conclusion of 
a direct agreement between Austria and Italy and also to 
ensure autonomy for the South Tyrol. 


Indegenous municipal 
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THE PARIS AGREEMENT 
9, 1946, the Austrian-Italian Agreement 


On September 5, 
was concluded in Paris. 


on the 
} 


South Tyrol It was signed 
y thethen Italian and Austrian Foreign Ministers De Gasperi 
and Gruber and provides that the people of the regions in 
shall entitled to 


executive power on 


question be legislative and 
an autonomous and regional basis. 

The official text reads as follows: 

1. German-speaking inhabitants of the Bolzano Province 


and of the neighbouring bilingual townships of the Trento 


exercise 


Province will be assured a complete equality of rights with 
the speaking inhabitants within the framework of 
special provisions to safeguard the ethnical. character and 
the of the Germanr- 


Italian 


cultural and economic development 

speaking element. 

In accordance with legislation already enacted or waiting 
enactment the said German-speaking citizens will be granted 
in particular: 

a elementary and secondary teaching in the mother 

tongue; 

b — parification of the German and Italian languages in 
public offices and official documents, as well as in 
bilingual topographic naming; 

c — the right to re-establish German family names which 
were italianized in recent years; 

d — equality of rights as regards the entering upon public 


offices with a view to reaching a more appropriate 


proportion of employment between the two ethnical groups. 


ry 


2. The population of the above mentioned zones will bs 
granted the exercise of an autonomous legislative and exe 
cutive regional power. The frame within which the said 
provisions of autonomy will apply, will be drefted in con- 
Sultation also with local representative German-speaking 
elements. 

3. The Italian Government, with the aim of establishin; 
good neighbourhood relations between Austria and Italy 
pledges itself, in consultation with the Austrian Government, 
and within one year from the signing of the present treaty: 

a—to revise in a spirit of equity and broadmindedness 

the question of the options for citizenship resulting 
from the 1939 Hitler-Mussolini-agreements; 

b—to find an agreement for the mutual recognition of 

the validity of certain 
diplomas; 


degrees and _ university- 


c — to draw up a convention for the free passengers and 
goods transit between Northem and Eastem Tyrol 
both by rail and, to the greatest possible extent, 
by road; 

d—to reach special.wagreements aimed 
enlarged frontier_traffic and local exchanges of 
certain quantities of characteristic products ar 
goods between Austria and Italy. 


at facilitating 


Upon the proposal of the delegations of Belgium and 
the Netherlands, the Agreement incorporated, as 
Annex IV, into the Italian Peace Treaty of February 10, 1947 


was 
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